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Christmas Customs,
Beliefs and Folklore

Scotti.- tolk-lora haa U tltnt Chrt-t
was born at thc hour ot nildnlght on

t;iirlt-tniii:i Bve, and tlutt tho tnlraclo
of turnlng water Intu wjne was pcr-
rormccl by IHni at tin: aikmo hoiir.
Thero ls u belief -tlll curront ln kouic

parti ot '.leriunny lhat bctwocii eleven
nnd twelve tin; night boforo Chri.t-
m.K wntcr turns to wine; lu other
parts It i.s on Chrlatniu- night lhat thia
change is thought lu take placo.
Thls hour Is ulwo nuaplclous for

triany acllons, and ln som© sections ol
Germany It wns thought that If on.:
WOUld gu to tin.- urii.i.s-roads bot-COn
eleven atui tWclvu on Ciiristtu-s Day,
und 11. .en, ho wmild hear what mos;
concorned iil nt lu the comlng yea-Y. An¬
other ii<:il<f waa iliui II one wulked
Inl. th. winter cofn "!l Holy Chriat-
ina." Bve, h<; would licar all thot would
happen ln th': vllhy:. thal year,
Chrl-tmo- Bve -V Chrlatthaia wqs

thought iu b« tbe tlmo ivben tho
oracles of the folk woro in best woi-k-
Ing order, eapodally many of the pro-
tesst-H by which maldena were wont to
dlaeovt-r th«i <<-.lor »( llteir lover'a hatr,
th. beauty Of hla faCo .tn form, iii.-.
tra.li.- und occttp'alloti, Wlielhor they
hhuuld marry and how happy tholr
married Hfe wns Illto to prove mid how
proaperOUs.
Anionn lhe auperatlllons connected

wlth Chrl-ttuaattdc that havo been
gathered into a -hc.if by Urlmm ara
Uio fdllowlrig:

wltchea and .orccrcrs of thc nelghbor-
b'ood.

If you atral hay the night befirp
f'hrlstniuF, and glve the cattle som»,
they thrlv and you aro not caught
ln uny tutum thefta.

lf you st._l anything «t Chrutmas
» .thout being caught, ;. c»u can cteal
fcafcly for a year.

If yo:i cat a raw egg, fat-tinB, on
Chrlatmui, tuornliig, you i-aii carry
hoa-vy welghtf.
Thn crtimb; saved uj. Uiree Christ-

ni.i Bvea aro good lo glve _.% phy.i.
to one who dli appolnted.

it i. unlucky !¦> carry SaytMng forth
from thc houtte oti Chrletroaa tnorntnc
untll iteqielhlng hns boen brought tn.

lt lsunluchy to ijlvo a neis'ibor »
llve coa) |q klndlc a tlrc v.-|th 011
Christmas morning,
On Chrlatniaa Bve thfaah lha ;ardsn

wlth u Hall. wlth only your shlrt on.
and t'.' gi r. .. wlll grow well :i ..'.
year.
TU wet atrawbanda around tho or.

chard tr«e_ on Chrlatmaa Bve and lt
wlll make them fiuui-.it.

lf thc liro burns brlghtly on Cbrist-
tn.tr ni»rnlng, It bctokena i>ro.pirlty
durins tho year, it l( stnouldcrs*, ad-
veralty.

Ttictc. and many other practicea,
ceromonlea, bellcfn and -upcrstltlton.,
whlch mny bo rc3d ln othcra bcsldw
(Jrimiii, Who have written of Ctijistma.,
ahow thc lmportance attached ln thc
folk mind to Iho tlme ot tho blrth of
i.'hrl.t. and how around dt ut> a ecnlre
have lixed themaclvea hundreds of tlie
rltee und aolemnltloa of pa.stns
lieathcndotu, Wlth Ita rccogtiitioti ol
the Uln.hlp of all naturo, out of whlch
grow astrology, magic and other
pseudo-sclcncea.

ncllndr of riirlstman Gboat
Th. UeaKt.s can talk ln barn and byr<
On Christtnaa Eve, old legends know:

As year by year the yeara retlre
XVe old fall .ilent then. 1 trow.

Such slghts hatli memory to show,
Such volccs from the ailence thrlll.

Such shapes return wlth Christmas
snow-.

The ghosts we all can ralac at wlll.

Oh. children or the vlllagc choir,
Vour carola on the midnlght ihrow;

Oh, brlght acros- the mist aud mlre
Ve rtiudy hcarth- of Christmas glow:

Beat back thc drcad, beat down the woe,
Let'- chccrily deacend the hlll;

Be wclcome all, to come or go.
The ghosts we all can rulse at will.

ENVOV.
Frlend, sursum corda. soon or alow.
Wc part, like guests who've Joyco

tholr lill;
Forgct them uot, nor niourii them so,
The ghosts wo all can raise at will.

.Andrcw Lang.

If I Were Onlj Illob.
"If only T were rich, sweetl-.eart,"

aays the yoiing man in the shubby fall
overcoat before the blinding dlsplay
In thc. Slxth Avenue jcweler's wlndow,
whenco flashes forth aplendor such as
never shone. Irt- Golconda's mine, "I'd
buy you (jvcrything you want in thls
placo! What I have got for you ist. t
much. I hopo you'll lilco U."

XX'o all say it.
Prcnarloti- 1rive-Mundred-Dollars-a-

Toar .ays it plteously boforo hiimblo
di-play_ oC bouts and shoes tnasnuerud-
Ing as objccts of fostlve beauty agalnst
backgrounds ot crlmson crepc papef.
beforc invalld.' chalr., beforo eervlce-
ablo wuojens, bet'or. sets ot dliiliig-
room furnlture.
Poor Five-Thousand-Doll tvrs-a-Yes i

Rlghs it out beforo tha inexponsivc
runabout at tho nutoniobllo show, 'be¬
foro tho Bolthiir.i. rug which the gentli.
inan wlth thc Armcnlan namo and ttip
alniost Irresiptlble manner spreads out
in al] Its roey, alllVon beauty; befor.
tho leathor-bouiid "June Austcn," made
In the good old days when dlalntegrat-
ing paper, pale, blurtcd print impres-
nlons and covors that could not bend
wlthout an omlnous crackipg wore
crlnte..

irindequdte l-'ifty-Tliousnnd-a-Tear
aighs tho-same thlng beforo the alrtshlp,
perhapa, or the slini, graoeful, pollahed
yacUt or tho pure-hlooded Arablan
horse, which Mudamu FiftyiThouaaiid,
¦who han nn educiited tacto ln' sports,
wotild doarly love,
.Anne 0'1-lagan, ln New idea Woman's

Wagazlne.
For the Green Indla lodtllxt-
For a near-by "Green India" faddlst,

who had been very generouu with her
ro3ea ln tholr ricaaon, tdio plcltod up
iu a Chinoso shop an odd, slab-.lded
>;andwlch plato.to tho dcliglit ot' tho
faddlal, Il waa ln .tho richly colored
eiianiols of that Oriental 'ware.
Wlth slight varlatlons, -thoso plates

wero all lilled allko. On thom waa
flr.'it placed u, lace papor.dolly with u

holly deslgp. Then sho put sllccs ol
her Yri'tU, pound nnd orango^calio; th?
f-paocs filled |n wlth 'jttmbles and tlny
ci'lsp KhiBfrstuipa; whllo tho top was
docoratud wlth sluifcd. dat-B, i;avamelt
nnd little actUurefi of walnut tart.s
wrapped in parftfllu papcv, ihe edgcn
Of v/hioh woro caught together b>.
C'hi-lnUntt- .?nl- that wore brlght. witt
. rcd-i atifoii Htinta Olmm.

Woman's Bank
Opened in London

A bank run by women for women

has been opened, ln I>on«Jon. lt ls
branch ot Farrow's Bank. Men are

excluded from being deposl^tors, and
the only man around tho placo ls

messcngor. Mlss May Bateman, the

manager, has dono newspaper; work

as a war corrcspondent ln South Afrlca,
and has wrltten several novals. Sho

saya that the bank has opened wlth
nearly 't-OO clienta. and that thore ls a

prospect that women ot all classeu
who have money to handle will patron-
Ize it- She beljeves it to be ap unusual
opportunltv for women to learn busl¬
ness metbo'ds. It is doubtful lf euah
an lnstitutlon would be popular ln the
United States. Tho best banks here
have niiide it easy for women to ao
business. Thoy havo their own wait¬
ing rooms and attendants. and their
putronoge Ia deHlrcd. But that suoh an

lnstitutlon wlll bo welcomed hy Eng¬
lish women U la easy to belleve. lt
ls characterlatlo ol tlvem to havo put
an lntere*Ung as well as a capablo
woman at the head of tholr now ven-

ture.
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The Woman of Common Sense
Comfortable to Live With

In thc wear and tear of everyday
life, with lte ups and downs, lt check-
crcd course of anxieties and carcs, lta
joys and happinoss, the woman who
possesses apd exerclses tho lnvaluble
gift known us coniinon senso Is cor-
talnly a most comforlablo woinan to
live with.

For eo much uncommou senso i«
being put Into play. so much which 15
outslde of the sphere of sanc normal-
Ity and ordinary experience, that to
fall back upon common senae stand-
ards and ideas is cxtrelnely wstful and
refreshlng.
Thls ls one reason wny men so otten

cnoQse as their wlvoa women who are
In no senso remarkablo tor brilllancy,
or wit, or oven beauty. a brllllant ana
wltty member of tho femlnlno sex mayi
begulle a rnati's ranoj* for an hour 01

two, u beautiful woman may excito
hls.admlration, but in.a Hfo coinpan-
ion*. hls ilrealdo pru'sldlng dolty und
tho head of.hls househoid, he desires
somethlng moro and vttstly dltforent.
Tho woman who possesses connnoti

sonso Js not an cxacting woman, ano
is too practical to .be joalous,' or to
nrrogate hs hor luallenablo right evory
movement of her husbaiftl's t!niov over.v
glutice ot hls eye. In ltof lu'eaonct) u*

can nelax nnd lay aslde the niusk which
busniesa or professlonal-TtEo intorposen.
between » man aud tlio ou'sldo world
duvliis hla busy luiuMx Hla wlto locxi

well to hls comrort and guards tho ln¬

terests which he oommlts to her caro-

Hor iiusband's heart and mlnd can

rest satoly in the knowledge that com¬

mon senso.thc most uncomrami ln the
uulvers*.wlll keep hls wlfe from ox-

travagances of spoacll or conduct; that
ln all mattors where It ls necessary
lor her to make a decision or expre*s
an opinion her action or expression wjll
be governed by modoratlon ano pru-
dence.
Common sonse saves a woman rron>

following tlie eocentrlo whlms and ta.it>
of fashlon. and enablea he> to raalize
nstlnctlvely What ls appropriate ror

her in so far as the apparellng of hor.
self ls concerned.
Sho is a woman whoso opinion ls

sought, becauso lt lo always suro to
bo worth having. Sho invites conn-
denco unconsclously through hor cheor-
ful Kyinpathotlc outlook and her tnor-
oughly well-balanced attiUule.

ln short, und again, the woman of
common sonso radlates comtortabie-
noWi thcatniosphere around und about
hor is full of 11, and puts all usso-
chited with lier at ease and at their
best.

youth aaii its
KOSl'l.C01,C»mSD GLASSEa

Youth' lu lho ueiii'l o" 'w.oma.nhooa

Somo of us in losmg it. have nothltis
loft; or ut least wo irt*Xo' a very poor
exchange.

It is djifncult to aet just what Mary
sees ln hor beau. gha wcars roseate

glasses, and sho seea Uiingo ln a rosy

light, aud she makes lio couipariooiu,
Of course, wc grown-ups mako cum-

parisons. Llfo drovo tlie roruanco om

of us wlth a good many hard knocKs
aud wa seo things difterontly. It li
futlle to try to have Mary soe tiei
beau as we see hlrn- Mary can ev.ei

weave a romaiico around an overooat
It has to be a flne. Wg overcoat s<

that he can open lt fulVdut, and almos
cnfold her ln lt. Whfct a sugg-estloi
of protectlon lt glves' to her! It i:
not dilrlcult for Mary ,f> bulld a h*r<
into nn overcoat. What! not lt it navi
a soft, warm, votvol-lliuHl pocltet li
tho sleevfls?

O, I was young once iiiyscin
lt is not diiricult to muko a hero ou

of « murt who has a oci'tuiu rlppll'i;
wavfl in lilu hall*. »nt let nio not soen

porscmal. Jack UftM Just siudi h.alr
but I dori'l nieau hlm. And Jftek is
wciidtii-ful football player, .Mt th
glrls are wlld abuul lihi!. Aud c>

course iu: seleotod Mnry, Who WQUi
not'-' Qur prlce'e»8 IVTal*>*. wl»p docsu'
know her own value, who lur.n'L lh
faintc:,t Busplcion ol' ll!

Holiday Gift of
Home-Made Goodie;

A graclous liomcmalter of tho tlnes

lype, living in a suburb, has rovivcd
custom that lier mother pr'actlced man

years'rtgo ln a town whero evory on

knew every ono else; and whero to b

nelghbors meant moro than living no
door to a porsoji whoso namo you mlgl
not know.
To each ot tievorsl faiuilies llvln

near, sho oent, last Christmas moniini
right after breakfast, a plate rtlled wlt
..goodioa" of her own muking; ub!s
reclpua that, lud becu ln. her fumil
for gcnerdtlbns.
Knowing somethlng of tlio tads an

fanclea of theso nelghbors, thls s<

clable woman flrst pioceeded to flr
platos which would htivo somo meai

ing and Interest for tho reclplent
These, she knew. must be of an Ino:
pensivo htnd to bo in good taste ar

to express her more good-will.
AtHiroprinte lMules.
For tho uolglibor who waa thoroeei

of a chapter ot' tho D. A. H. sho selec
ed art ''old blue" Staitordshlro plu
shoivlug the picttuc, by 'Wlllurd,
"Tho Spirit ot Tii." For tho ouo \yl
was a uativu of tlie llub, und dotod i

old lii'lnts, she found ono Htanipud, "Bu
tori lu 17??iV doiiicting tho prlmltii
tOW'l'

Notliltig. sho thouRht, could be tno

uppropriato t&v thn newly eiigug'
nelehhoi'i I'1 Whoso rotrianco she f>

j'AUCh au inUi'est.lhuii yiiu of thc 'JcO
iAld.'.n and Vrh;ClUa" pl«tc-:,

The Christmas Gifts
That Make for

Children's Pleasures
A number of Christmas glfta for chil¬

dren thla year are calculatod to glvo
them protlt wlth t'.casure, and to aorve

a. better purpose than a few hours'
amunemont.
Thoso gifts are calculatod lo arouse

an."" Intereat in arts and crafts worlt
of various kinds and develop tnochanl-
eal sklll and tantes ln tho chlld.
Thero are patntlng booka for children

iu flowers, landscapca, post cards, to.sts
and mottoes. There aro books about
Dolly Darllng and her pretty clothes.
-howlng Iho littlo doll mother how
these ahould bi cut and made; thon
thore Is a whole model ni.hagcrlo ln
a book whlch haa Its puges arranged
-r, cacr:: und ha_ anlmalu appearing bo-
hind lhe bara. Flrat-rato tstorics ac-

company thc plcturc- and givo an ac¬

count of the hublts ot tho varloua
anlmala.
There aro dainty littlo work bosca

wlth bodldn and thlinblo anrl acissors
and nmer.v bag. ombroldory ncedlea
nnd flos. and, best of all, a grandh
mother's sampler, with a motto to ba ..

worked ln croaa-atltcti atartod, and tha
plaineat of dlrectionn aa to how thn
work rnust be carried ori. Uttlo glrla
tirod of play cun begull. many hour.i
besldo Iho ilre seclng tholr tiamplcr'
work grow under thelr flngcra and
taklng u..fui losaons ln tho womanly,
nrt of needlework.

Bcad work ls al together ta.clnal-
tng, and nothing can ho morc accepl-
ubl'i ln tiio way ot Ch.latman preaenli
than an arts and crafts bo_, whlch la
fllled wlth Irnplbmcnt- for varloutt
klnds of work nccurately .Illustrated.
Thla bo.. la verltable treasstrro trovn
for littlo pcoplu and promlsea enough
Iil thr way of diveralon to l_J3t throush-
ottt. tho v.iiolo year.
Thon thero lai tho plrnplfl- typowrlter

on whlch a dellghted littlo owner can

learn tho alphabet, tlngcr thc keys and
Indite letters to all dr.arfrlondo at wlll.
Children operatlng lt aro ubsorbed foc
hourst aud it lu ono of thc beat thlngt
to develop tho ctcverncss and lngenulty
6_ glrla and boy;j who havo a mechanl-
cal turn of mlnd.
For a boy who has electrlcal aaplra-

tioris, thoro Ia a wonderful trolley car.
palntcd whlto with bluo »rdes, has
lengthwlao bench scats, and real tilld-
ing doors at either ond. And bost o*
all, thero la a trolley ovcrhead.

Another mer-hanlcal toy ln whlch f-
sinall boy Wlll take dellght, Ia a tnllk
wagon. wlth als brlght tin oans, thro.
on a Blde, ln an open wagon body hav¬
ing l&ttleed oldes, Tho horso whlch
drawa thls wagon haa all ot tho ap-
proprlato harnc__.

Novelty bo_e_ tontaln soric. of cut-
out llgure. mado to stand. Unllkc ordi-
nary toy., these paolt compactly away
Into .small boxe-, though whon open¬
ed out they wlll cover thc nuscry
table. Among these bosca are tht.
Motor Car, Model Farm, Clrcus, Flower
Garden' und Dolfs Play Box.

Poinaettla Cotilllon.
The invltatlona aw lssued on oards

d.coratcd with polnsettlaa stating the
day and hour of tho cotlllion. with
"Fancy Drc.a Cotlllion" letterod be¬
neath.
Aa thls flowor ls very expottsive,

thoso possessing clover iniuds to do-
-Ign und deft llngcra to exocutc. can

at a very small outloy of funds, tmt-
tato jiaturo's bandlwork ancl make
ma.se- of tho scarlet blOBSoms from
crcpe papor; with tho paper polnscttlaa
combine holly, cedar and ferns, profuso-
ly deooratlng all of Uio rooms used
for entcrtainlng. arranglns them in
bowls and awlnging bouqucU from th.
cetllng tled wlth flufty gauze -bows. In
acldltion to these have row after rowof
i.d paper Christmas bells across tho
hall. ball room and dlning room; cov¬

er tho llght globoa wlth 'crepe paper
shades stamped wlth polnscttla bloa-.
soms. I

Serve punch from a colonial table, j
tho top und legs of lt covered wlth
Ivy, cedar and holly, wlth an-irantenss.
punch bowl in the centre wreathod
wlth polnsettlas, and a gau.o- acarC
tled around tho top with- flowlng ends.
Tho ball room should be very say.

with bright lights, flowers and Christ-
maa decorations. An Immenso bunch
of mlstlctoo ahould hang from tho cen-....
tro ot tho cetling, whlle red and green
strips of buntlng aro stretched' loose-
ly from tho corners of tho celllng aqd j.
estond .partly down tho sides,. endlng
wlth bclls or gilt stars. Progrnms may. j-
bc mado of Kriss Kringle- facos. at-
tached to Christmas rlbbon, tho favora
mav- conslst of hclls, horns, stars, .t)n>-,
trces, stufted holly berries and gilt.1,
hats bent and filled with polnsottlas. \
Tho servlng ot a wonderful Tom

Tueker plo will provo an Interesting
diverslon; have an Immense polnsettla
foi- tho top crust, loavlng the apace be- -

low for tho mystcrious contonts.a
-ift for oach gucat. When tho hostess
gives tho slgnal, a Santa Claus should
brlng thls ln on a Blcd, wlth tlny rlb-
bons protrudtng from each allce, foa
cacn to draw. I
Tho long table ln tho dinlng room

ls covered wlth a whlte clotli,'and_ a
bcautlfudy decorated Chrlstmam tree
nirnt-hes un Invlting ccntreplcco. Placn
lhe troo on a bed ot anow made of
cotton sprlnkl.d wlth diamond dust.
Abovo it, froin tho oentro of tho coll-
ing, suspend a large gilt star. from
which stretch red stroamora to the
four corner- of tho table, abovo whlch,
about two I'eot from tho ceiling. th-
strearaera aro atiachod to basketa ot
mosa filled with polnsottla bloasoma
and fastcued by llne wtrea to tho ceil¬
ing no they wlll swlttg abovo tho heada
of the guests. .For place cards use tlny
holly troea ln UIinlnutlVQ earthen poto,
paiiited green or wrapped wlth green
paper, wlth tho namo o£ thc guest lot-
tered on the pot.
A'okuc for Fur Ti-liinulng.
There iaa declded vogue for fur trlm-

inlnga on coats and suits, not only in
tho way of collar.. rovers and cuffs, but
alao includlng hunda ou tho edgoo of
the garment. Sniart aeparate coals of
kersey nnd broadcloth are so adorncd,
whllo the Kusslan blouae costume la
naturally Btilted for fur trlmmlns'.
Bands of aatrakhan caracul. mole 8_lu
and skunk are used to emphaalsa the
lln«. of tho Russian tvpe of garment.
Fur trlmmlns la very strlking on the

faohlonahlo Gults wlth thetr Btralsht,
scatit Bklt'ts and short coats. Tho fur
bunda and revers relleve tho -aeverlty
ot tho co.tuiiH. and such trlmmlns la
well adaptcd to the modlsh sultlnga ot
i-liovii.il, ttreed aud troadcloth, whllo
lt i_ espeeiLilly eifectivu with. tho fash-
iouabhi volvjts, volveteoita aud cordu-
roys. wo popular just now for clrosay

Uiiong thc novelties of the aeasou
uro tho coiiibltiation »ut.H of fur and
velvet, whlch aro having a. good de.tl
of vogtie. Shawl eollara of velvet aro

.-. .edgfcd wlth fur. and carrcapondtng
>i niuifs aro nuaintty fu-hloned wlth tbe
II cetttrp part of fur and itntehed at eitb-
iii kr u wlth buge ftavlnjf rushca ot v*h

.el


